DISCIPLESHIP - MATURING:

A FULL-TIME WORKER; Sect 1
    Within the church today we somehow seem to have lost sight of the kind of love and commitment required of us. We seem to feel it's alright to pay someone to do the work we our​selves should be doing. We say we're too busy, we don't have the time. 

    The kind of thinking which brought this about is the same kind which says we can’t have any more than two children, because we couldn't look after them properly, we couldn't give them enough love if we had to spread it around more.
    This shows a complete ignorance of the very nature of love, because the more we try to confine it, the more it diminishes, and the more we give it away, the more we have.
    Many of us are drying up, dying inside, because we are not lovingly pouring ourselves out for one another, as Jesus did.
(1) Is.53:12 “I will divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he poured out his soul to death, and was numbered with the transgressors, yet he bore the sins of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.”
(2) Is.58:6-11 “Is not this the fast that I choose; to loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?
    Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house, when you see the naked to cover him, and not to hide yourself from your own flesh?

    Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up seedily, your righteousness shall go forth before you, and the glory of the Lord shall be you rear guard. Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer you, you shall cry out, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’
    If you take away from the midst of you the yoke, the pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness; if you pour yourselves out for the hungry, and satisfy the desires of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness, and your gloom shall be as noon-day. And the Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your desire with good things, and make your bones strong, and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water whose waters do not fail.”

(3) 1Pet.2:21 “To this we have been called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that we should follow in his steps.”
(4) 1Jh.3:16 “By this we know love that he laid down his life for us, and so we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.”
In so many ways we follow the world's thinking. We have no time to do the things for others which we have been commanded to do in the Word of God. We are so busy doing for ourselves we can't live for one another anymore.
(5) Acts 4:34-35 “There was not a needy person among them, for as many as had possessions of land or houses, sold them, and brought the proceeds of what they sold and laid them at the apostles feet, and distribution was made as anyone had need.”
(6) 2Cor.5:15 “Christ died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves, but for him who for their sake died and was raised.”
(7) 2Cor.12:15 Paul said, “I will most gladly spend, and be spent for your souls.”
Yet when we look at what we will be judged on, it is clearly our love for one another, shown in actions.
(8) Matt. 25:40 “The King will say, ‘Truly I tell you, as often as you did it for one of these, the least of my brethren, you did it for me.”

(9) Matt. 25:45 “As often as you did not do it for one of these, you did not do it for me.” Read Matt.25:31-46 – The Judgment!
(10) Luk.14:12-14 “When you give a dinner or a banquet, do not invite your friends, or your brothers, or your kinsmen, or your rich neighbours, lest they also invite you and you be repaid. But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, and the blind, and you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you. You will be repaid at the resurrection of the just.”
(10) Rev.20:11-15 “I saw a great white throne and him who sat on it, and from his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Also, another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, by what they had done. 
    And the sea gave up the dead in it, death and Hades gave up the dead in them, and all were judged by what they had done. Then Death and Hades were thrown into the fire, and if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”

(11) Rev.22:12 “I am coming soon, bringing my recompense, to repay everyone for what he has done.”
(12) Rom.14:10-12 “Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. It is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.” So each of us will give an account of himself to God!”
(13) 2Cor.5:10 “We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive good or evil, according to what he has done in the body.”
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A FULL-TIME WORKER; Sect 2
There is no suggestion of any of us having a part-time involvement with God, or his people.
(14) Col.3:23-24 “Whatever your task, work heartily as though serving the Lord, and not men, knowing that from the Lord, you will receive the inheritance as your reward, for you are serving the Lord Christ.”
(15) Mk.4:24 Jesus said, “Take heed what you hear; the measure you give will be the measure you get, and still more will be given to you.”
(16) 1Pet.2:9 “You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, that you may declare the praises of him who brought you out of darkness into his marvellous light.”
And remember, the only requirement for working at the building of the body of Christ, is that we be filled with the Spirit of God, and with his power.
(17) Luk 24:49 “I am sending the promise of the Father upon you, but stay in the city, until you are clothed with power from above.”
(18) Acts 1:8 “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea, in Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
(19) 1Cor l2:7 “To each is given the manifestation of the Holy Spirit for the common good.”
(20) 1Cor 12:27-28 “You are the body of Christ, and individually members of it. And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, and then workers of miracles, then heelers, helpers and administrators and speakers in various kinds of tongues.
    Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? But earnestly seek the higher gifts.”

(21) Rom l2:4-8 “As in one body we have many members, and all the members do not have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let each one use them; if prophesy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; he who teaches, in his teaching; he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who contributes, in his liberality; he who gives aid, with zeal; he who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.”
(22) Eph 4:11-13 “His gifts were that some should be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.”
This work of building the church, the body of Christ, the temple of God, can only be really effective when we each do our part properly; when each of us uses the 'gift', or building tool, which has been given for that purpose.
(23) Eph 4:15-16 “Speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head; into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every joint with which it is supplied, makes bodily growth, and upbuilds itself in love, when each part is working properly.”
(24) 1Pet 4:10-11 “As each has received a gift, employ it for one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace. Whoever speaks, let him speak as one who utters the oracles of God; whoever renders service, let him render it by the strength which God supplies, so that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belongs glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.”
To properly understand this so important point of us all being in full-time work, we need to remember three things:
FIRST, within the Word of God, our relationship with him is compared to the marriage relationship.
(25) Eph 5:25 “Husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the church, and gave himself up for her.”
SECOND, the marriage relationship is permanent, whole-hearted, and full time, in God’s eyes.
(26) Matt.l9:3-6 “Pharisees came to Jesus and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful to divorce one’s wife for any cause?” He answered, “Have you not read that he who made them from the beginning, made them male and female, and said, “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh?” So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore, what God has joined together, let no man put asunder”
THIRD, half heartedness is unacceptable & repulsive to him.
(27) Rev.3:15-16 “I know your works; you are neither hot nor cold. So because you are neither cold nor hot, I will spew you out of my mouth.”
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